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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE LETTERS from Lord 
BOLING BROKE, which 
are inſerted in this collection, are 
written with an elegance and 
politeneſs that diſtinguiſh them 
from all the reft. We ſee they were 
not intended for the preſs; but 
how valuable are the moſt careleſs 


trotes of fuch a pen ! 


Earl of Oxnzxy's Remarks on the Life and Writ- 
ings of Dr. Sei r. Letter XX. 
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LETTER 1 
FROM herd Bolingbroke. Giv- 
ing ſome account of bis own 


ſentiments and fituati on in pri- 
vate If Ve. 


Mt; E T BER H.. 
From the ſame. Of the Danciad; 

advice to the dean i in the manner 

of Montaigne. 


LETTER . 


From My. Pope. Lord Boling- 
broke s ife in the Shi | 


Dr. gift to lord W B 
bortation to him to urite Hh. 
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The dean's temper, his preſent a- 
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Fron the ſame, on the ſame ſubjetts, 
and concerning oeconemy : his 
ſentiments on the times, and his 
manner of ife———Of the love of 
flame, anddiſtinction. His friend- 
. .” ſhip for Mr. Pope. | 
CO EST TER VI 
From lord Bolingbroke ; à review 
Ee his life, his thoughts of oeco- 
nomy, and concerning fame. 
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Dr. Swift's anſwer. The misfor tunes | 
attending great talents; concern- 
ing fame, and the defire of it, 


CONTENTS. 
LETTER VIII. 


From lord Bolingbroke ; that the 


ſenſe of friendſhip increaſes with 

the increaſe of years. Concern- 
ing a biſlory of his own times, 
and Mr. Pope's moral poem. 


LETTER IX. 


From Mr. Pope. Of Mr. Weſt 
ley's diſſertation on Job—Poft- 
ſeript by lord Bolin gbroke . On 
the pleaſure we take in —y 
letters, 
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LETTER X. 


From lord Bolingbroke. Inviting | 


. him to England, and concern 
ing reformation oh manner &y 
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' From the ſame. The temper proper 
to men in years: an account of 
his own, The character of bis 
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© ficularh a metaphy/ical work: o 
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AM not ſo lazy as Porr, and 
therefore you muſt not expect 


from me the fame indulgence to 


lazineſs. In defending his own cauſe | 


he pleads yours, and becomes your 


advocate while he appeals to yo 


as his judge: you will do the ſame 
on your part ; and I, and the reſt 
of your common friends, thall have 
great juſtice to expect from two 
ſuch righteous tribunals. Yau re+ 


ſemble perfectly the two alchouſe- 
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|. 6 kRETTIID ro 
„ - keepers in Holland, who were at 
At the ſame time burgo-maſters of the 


town, and taxed one another's bills 
alternately. I declare before hand 
1 will not ſtand to the award; my 
title to your friendſhip is good, and 
wants neither deeds nor writings to 
confirm it: but annual acknow- 
legements at leaſt are neceſſary to 
preſerve it; and I begin to ſuſpect 
by your defrauding me of them, 
WW that you hope in time to diſpute 
. d to urge preſcription againſt 

x me. I would not fay one word to 
Fou about myſelf (ſince it is a ſub- 

ject on which you appear to have 
no curiofity)-was it not to try how 
far the contraſt between Porz's 
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DEAN SWIFT. 5 
fortune and manner of life, and 
e be ne „ <5 


1 have been then infinkihyiimote 


uniform and leſs diffipated, 'than 


when you knew me and cared for 
me. That love which I uſed to 
ſcatter with ſome profuſion, among 
the whole female kind, has been 
theſe many years devoted to one 
object. A great many misfortunes 
(for fo they are called, though ſome 


times very improperly)and a retire- 


ment from the world, have'made 


that juſt and nice diſcrimination 
between my acquaintance and my 
friends, which we bave ſeldom ſa- 
gacity enough to make for of 


* * 
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8 LETTERS TO 
which uſed to hum and buz about 
me while I ſtood in the ſunſhine, 
have diſappeared fince I lived in 
the ſhade. No man comes to a 
hermitage e but for the fake of the 
hermit ; ; a few philoſophical friends 
come often to mine, and they are 
fuch as you would be glad to live 
with, if a dull climate, and duller 
company, have not altered you ex- 
tremely from what you was nine 
eg 


The boar voice of perty was 
eee this quiet place; ga · 
nettes and pamphlets are baniſhed 
ftom it; and if the lucubrations of 

Bae BiCkERST AFP are admits 
ted, this diſtinction is owing to 


DEAN SWIFT. 9 
ſome ſtrokes; by which it is judged 
that this illuſtrious philoſopher had 
(like the Indian Fonu, the Gre- 
cian 'PyTHAGOR As, the Perſian 
ZokoAs TRR, and others his pre- 
curſors among the Arabians, Ma- 
gians, and, the Egyptian Seers) 
both his outward and his inward 
fide at the bottom. When 1 
am there, I forget I was ever of a= 
ny party myſelf; nay, I am'oftert 
ſo happily abſorbed by the abſtraR= 
ed reaſon of things, that I am rea- 
dy to imagine there never was a- 
ny ſuch monſter as party. Alas! 1 
am ſoon awakened from that pleaſ- 
ing dream by the Greek and Ro- 
man hiſtorians, by. Guicclaa- 
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I will extort this approbation from 


o LETTERS: 10 


pix, by Machiavzx, and Tau = 
ANUus; for I have vowed to 


read no hiſtory of out own coun- 


try, till that body Abr bows 
e ee, eee 


| Jam 66 
War 


caſt me back into the hurry of the 
world; on the contrary, the fin- 
I fell ſo late into th courſe of life 
my philoſophy grows confirmed by 


habit, and if you and 1 meet. again 


re eo perdudtus, ut non tantum rette 


non pom. The little incivilities 


| 
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DEAN SWIFT. 11 
I have met with, from oppofite ſetts 
ef people, have been ſo far from 
rendering me violent or four to a- 
ny, that I think myſelf obliged to 
them all: ſome have cured me of 
my fears, by ſhewing me how im- 
potent the malice of the world is; 
others have cured me of my hopes, 
by ſhewing-how precarious popu- 
lar frichdſhips are; all have cured 
me of ſurprize; in driving me out 
of party, they have driven me out 
of curſed company ; and in ſtrip- : 
ping me of titles, and rank, and'e- 
ſtate, and ſuch trinkets, which e- 
very man that will may ſpare; they 
have given me SY 10 man | 
can be Pegs NN rer 0 
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12 LETTERS, TO 
Reflection and babit have ren- 
dered the world ſo indifferent to 
me, that I am neither afflited 
nor rejoiced, angry nor. pleaſed, at 
vrhat happens in it, any fartherthan 
perſonal , friendſhips intereſt me in 
the affairs of it, and this pfinciple 
extends my cares but a little way. 
Perfect tranquillity is the general 
tenour of my lite; good digeſtions, 
ſerene weather, and ſome other me- 
chanic ſprings, wind me above it 
now and then, but I never fall be- 
lo it; · I am ſometimes gay; but 
I am never fad; I have gained new 


friends, and have loſt ſome old 


ones; my acquiſitions, of this. Kind 


| give ihe a * deal of pleaſure, 
becauſe 


nf, nf „ am: 


e r 
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DEAN SWIFT. 13 
lightly; I know no vows ſo ſoleinn 


as thoſe of friendſhip, and therefore 


a pretty long noviciate of acquain- 
tance: ſhould, methinks, precede 
them; my loſſes of this kind give | 
me but little trouble, I contribut- 
ed nothing to them, and a friend 
who breaks with me unjuſtly is not 
worth. preſerving. As ſoon as 1 
leave this town, which will be in 


a few days, I ſhall fall back into 


that courſe of life, which keeps 
knaves and fools at a great diſtance: 
from me; I have an averſion to 
them both, but in the ordinary. 
courſe of life, I chink I can bear 


the ſenſible knave better than the 


fool: one muſt indeed with the 


former be in ſome or other of the 
B 


14 LETTERS TO 
attitudes of thoſe wooden men 
whom I have ſeen before a fword- 
cutler's ſhop in Germany; but e- 
ven in theſe conſtrained poſtures 
the witty raſcal will divert me; 
and he that diverts me does me a 
great deal of good, and lays me un- 
der an obligation to him, which I 
am not obliged to pay him in ano- 
ther, coin: the fool obliges me to 
be almoſt as much upon my guard 
as the knave, and he males me no 
amends; he numbs me like the tor- 
por, or he teizes me like the fly. 
This is the picture of an old friend, 
and more like him than that will 
be which you onceaſked, andwhich. 
| he will ſend:you, if you-continue' 
- ſill to deſire it — Adieu, dear 


DEAN SWIFT. 15 


Swirr, with all thy faults I love 
thee intirely; make an effort, and 
love me on with all mine. 


16 LETTERS TO 


LETTER II. 


POPE charges himſelf with this 
letter; he bath been here two days, 
he is now hurrying to London, he 
will hurry back to Twickenham in 
two. days more, and before the end 
of the week he will be, for ought 
I know, at Dublin. In the mean 
time his * Dulneſs grows and flou- 
riſhes, as if he was there already. 
It will indeed be a noble work ; 
the many will ſtare at it, the few 
will ſmile, and all his patrons from 
BicKERSTAFF to GULLIVER will 
The Dunciad. 


DEAN SWIFT. 17 
rejoice, to ſee themſelves adorned 
in that immortal piece. 


I hear that you have had ſome 
return of your illneſs which carri- 
ed you fo-ſuddenly from us (if, in- 
deed, it was your own illneſs which 
made you in ſuch haſte to be at 
Dublin.) Dear Swift, take care of 
your health. I'll give you a receipt 
for it, a la Montagne, or, which is 
better, a la Bruyere . Nouriſſer 
bien votre corps; ne le fatiguer ja- 
mais: laiſſer rouiller P eſprit, meu- 
ble inutil, voire outil dangereux; 

B 3 | 


| 4 Take care of your body by good eating, and be 
cautious of fatiguing it. You may ſuffer your wit to 
grow ruſty, for it is an uſeleſs piece of furniture; and 
jadeed, a dangerous inſtrument. Let the early noiſe 
of the morning bells 1 the reſt of the canons, 
| ow 
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18 LETTERS TO 


laiſſer ſonner vos cloches le matin 
pour eveiller les chanoines, et pour 
faire dormir le Doyen d un fom- 
meil doux et profond, qui luy procure 
de beaux ſonges: lever vous tard, et 


aller a Þ egliſe, pour vous faire pay- 
er d' avoir bien dormi et bien de- 


jeune. As to myſelf, (a perſon a- 


bout whom I concern myſelf very 


little) I muſt ſay a word or two out 
of complaiſance to you. Iam in 


my farm, and here I ſhoot ſtrong 


and tenacious roots: I have caught 
hold of the earth, (to uſe a garde- 
ner's phraſe) and neither my ene- 


and lull the Dean into a ſweet and profound repoſe, 


which may give him pleaſing dreams. As, for your 


own part, riſe late, and go to public prayers, to re- 


turn thanks for a 1 night's reſt and gn wy 
breakfaſt. 


DEAN SWIFT. 19 
mies nor my friends will find it an 
eaſy matter to tranſplant me again. 
Adieu, let me hear from you, at 
leaſt of you; I love you for a thon- 
ſand things, for none more than for 
the juſt eſteem and love, which you 


have for all the ſons of Apam, - 


20 LETTERS TO 
LETTER III. 
FAO Mu. Pope, 
I NOW. hold the pen for my 


lord BoLI1NGBROKE, who is read- 
ing your letter between two hay- 


cocks; but his attention is ſometimes 


diverted by caſting his eyes on 
the clouds, not in. admiration of 
what you ſay, but for fear of a 
ſhower. He is pleaſed with your 


placing him in the triumvirate be- 


tween yourſelf and me; though he 
ſays chat he doubts he ſhall fare 
like LEPIDUs, while one of us 
runs away with all the power like 


" =, X* 2 Xx = 


DEAN SWIFT. 27 
 AvevsTvs, and another with all 
the pleaſureg like Ax ToN v. It is 
upon a foreſight of this, that he 
hath fitted up bis farm, and you 
will agree, that this ſcheme of re- 
treat at leaſt is not founded upon 
weak appearances. Upon his re- 
turn from the Bath, all peccant hu- 
mours, he finds, are purged out of 
him; and his great temperance and 
oeconomy are ſo ſignal, that the 
firſt is fit for my. conſtitution, and 
the latter would enable you to lay 
up ſo much money, as to'buy a 
biſhopric in England, As to the re- 
turn of his health and vigour, were 
you here, you might enquire of his 
hay-makers; but as to his tempe- 
rance, I can anſwer that (for one 


Ly 


22 LET T ERS TO 


whole day) we have had nothing 


for dinner but mutton- broth, beans 
and bacon, and a barn-door fowl. 


Now his lordſhip is run after his 
cart, 1 have a moment left to my- 
ſelf to tell you, that I over-heard 
him yeſterday agree with a painter 
for 200 . to paint his country-hall 


wich trophies of rakes, ſpades, 
prongs, etc. and other ornaments, 


merely to countenance his calling 
chis place a farm now turn o- 
ver KNEW. aer 7 


251 41 


be ſorry not to have more ſchemes 
of kindneſs for his friends, than of 


ambition for himſelf: there though 


Ho bids msd you, heſhould 


Ir. 


DEAN SWIFT. 23 
his ſchemes may be weak, the mo- 
tives at leaſt are ſtrong; and he 
ſays further, if you could bear as 
great a fall, and decreaſe of you r. 
revenues, as he knows by experi- 
ence he can, you would not live in 
Ireland an hour. 223004 
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UB T-T-B:R IV; 


FRom DR. SwirT To LoRDpD 


BoLiNGBROKE. 


YOU tell me you have not 
quitted the deſign of collecting, 
writing, etc. This is the anſwer of 
every {inner who defers his repen- 
tance. I with Mr. Pops were as 
great an urger as I, who long for 
nothing more than to ſee truth un- 
der your hands, laying all detracti- 
on in the duſt——1 find myſelf 


diſpoſed every year, or rather eve- 
ry month, to be more angry and 
revengeful; and my rage is ſo ig- 
noble, that it deſcends even to re- 
| | ſent 


DEAN SWIFT. 25 
ſent the folly and baſeneſs of the 


enſlaved people among whom 1 
live. I knew an old lord in Lei- 
ceſterſhire, who amuſed himſelf 
with mending pitchforksand ſpades 
for his tenants gratis: yet I have 
higher ideas left, if I were nearer 
to objects on which I might em- 
ploy them; and contemning my 
private fortune, would gladly croſs 
the channel and ſtand by, while 
my betters were driving the boars 
out of the garden, if chere be any 
probable expectation of ſuch an en- 
deavour. When I was of your age 
I often thought of death; but now, 
after a dozen years more, it is ne- 
ver out of my mind, and terrifies 
me leſs, I conclude, that provf- + 
C 
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. dence hath ordered our fears to de- 
creaſe with our ſpirits; and yet 
I love la bagatelle better than e- 


ver: for finding it troubleſome to 
read at night, and the company 
here growing taſteleſs, I am always 
writing bad proſe, or worſe verſes, 


= 
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either of rage or raillery, whereof 


ſome few eſcape to give offence, or 
mirth, and the reſt are burnt. 


They print ſome Iriſh traſh in 
London, and charge it on me, which 
you will clear me of to my friends, 


for all are ſpurious except one pa- 


per, for which Mr. Pop x very late- 
ly chid me. I remember your lord- 


| F Entitled, A libel on Dr. DELANY and a cer- 
tain great lord. 
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. DEAN SWIFT. 27 
ſhip uſed to ſay, that a few good 
ſpeakers would in time carry any 
point that was right ; and that the 
common method of a majority, by 
calling to the queſtion, would ne- 
ver hold long when reaſon was on 
the other fide, Whether politics 
do not change like gaming by the 
invention of new tricks, I am igno- 
rant: but, I believe in your time, 
you would never, as aminiſter, have 
ſuffered an act to paſs through the 
houſe of commons, only becauſe 
you were ſure of a majority in the. 
Houſe of lords to throw it out; be- 
cauſe 1t would be unpopular, and 
conſequently a loſs of reputation, 
Yet this we are told hath been the 
caſe in the qualification-bill relat- 
-- C 2 


28 LETTERS TO. 
ing to penſioners. It ſhould ſeem 
tome, that corruption, like avarice, 


hath no bounds. I had opportuni- 
ties to know the proceedings of 


your miniſtry better than any o- 
ther man of my rank: and having 
not much to do, I have often com- 
pared it with theſe laſt ſixteen years 
of a profound peace all over Eu- 
rope, and we running ſeven milli- 
ons in debt. I am forced to play 


at ſmall game, to ſet the beaſts here 


a-madding, merely for want of bet- 
ter game. Tentanda via eff qua 
me quoque poſſim, etc. The 
d 


New ways I muſt attempt, my groveling name 
To raiſe aloft, and wing my flight to fame. 


DRYDEN, 


take thoſe politics, where a 
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DEAN SWIFT. 29 
dunce might govern for a dozen 
years together. I will go in perſon 
to England, if I am provoked, and 
ſend for the dictator from the 
plough. I diſdain to ſay * O m- 
hi praeteritos—— but cruda deo 
viridiſque ſenectus. Pray, my lord, 
how are the gardens? have you ta- 
ken down the mount and removed 
the yew hedges? have you not bad 
weather for the fpring-oorn? hath - 
Mr. Popx gone farther in his ethic 
poems? and is the head-land ſown 
with wheat? and what ſays Por v- 


C 3 
* O! could I turn to that fair prime again. 
DRYDEN, 
+————— Yet in his years are ſeen, 


'A manly "ow nd autumpal green, Idem. 


30 LET T ERS TO 
B1Us? and how doth my + lord St. 
Jonn? which laſt queſtion is very 
material to me, becauſe Ilove Bur- 
gundy, and riding between Twick- 
enham and Dawley.——1 built a 
wall five years ago, and when the 


maſons played the knaves, nothing 


delighted me ſo much as to ſtand 
by while my ſervants threw down 
what was amiſs: I have likewiſe 


.- ſeen a monkey overthrow all the 
diſhes and plates in a kitchen, mere- 


ly for the pleaſure of ſeeing them 
tumble, and hearing theclatter they 


made in their fall. I with you would 


invite me to ſuch anotherentertain- 
ment; but you think as J ought to 


think, that it is time for me to 


T + Lord St. Jonx of mans father to lord Bo- 
LINGBROKE, 


My 


DD a id a> oeab Do = 


DEAN SWIFT. 37 
have done with the world, and ſo 
I would, if I could get into a bet- 
ter before I was called into the beſt, 
and .not die here in a rage, like a 
poiſoned rat in a hole. I wonder 
you are not aſhamed to let me pine 
away in this kingdom while you 
are out of power. 


I come from looking over the 


$ Melange above-written, and de- 
clare it to be atrue copy of my pre- 
ſent diſpoſition, which muſt needs 
pleaſe you, ſince nothing was ever 
more diſpleaſing to myſelf. I defire 
you to preſent my moſt humble re- 
ſpects to my lady. | 


— 


4 


$ Or Medley, 
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REN 


[LETTER v. 
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FROM THE SAME. 


Dublin, April 5. 1729. 
IDO not think it could be po- 
fible for me to hear better news 
than that of your getting-over your 
ſcurvy ſuit, which always hung as 


A dead weight on my heart; I hat- - 


ed it in all its circumſtances, as it 
affected your fortune and quiet, and 
im a ſituation of life that muſt make 

it every way vexatious. And, as I 


am infinitely obliged to you for the 


juſtice you do me in ſuppoſing your 
affairs do at leaſt concern me as much 
as my own; ſo I would never have 


DEAN SWIFT. 33 
pardoned your omitting it. But bee 
fore I go on, I cannot forbear men- 
tioning what I read laſt ſummer in 
a news- paper, that you were writ- 
ing the hiſtory of your own times. 
I ſuppoſe ſuch a report might ariſe 
from what was not ſecret among 
Your friends, of your intention to 
writeanotherkind of hiſtory; which 
you often promiſed Mr. Pops and 
me to do: I know he defires it ve- 
ry much, and I am ſure I deſire no- 
thing more, for the honour and love 
I bear you, and the perfect know- 
lege I have of your public virtue, 
My lord, T have no other notion of 


oeconomy, than that it is the pa- 


rent of liberty and eaſe, and I am 
not the only friend you have who 


34 LETTERS TO 
hath chid you in his heart for the 
neglect of it, although not with his 
month, as I have done. For, there 


is a filly error in the world, even 
among friends otherwiſe very good, 
not to intermeddle with mens af- 


fairs in ſuch nice matters. And, my 
lord, I have made a maxim, that 
ſhould be writ in letters of dia- 


monds, that a wiſe man ought to 


have money in his head, but not 
in his heart. Pray, my lord, en- 
quire whether your prototype, my 
lord Dio, after the reſtoration 
wben he was at Briſtol, did not 
take ſome care of his fortune, not- 
withſtanding that quotation I once 
ſent you out of his ſpeech to the 
houſe of commons. In my con- 
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ſcience, I believe fortune, like o- 
ther drabs, values a man gradually 
leſs for every year he lives. I have 
demonſtration: for it; becauſe, if T 
play at piquet for ſixpence with a 
man or woman two years younger 
than myſelf, Ialways loſe; and there 
is a young girl of twenty, who ne- 
ver fails of winning my money at 
backgammon, although ſhe is a 
bungler, and the game be eccleſia- 
ſtic, As to the public, I confeſs 
nothing could cure my itch of med- 
dling With it. but theſe frequent re- 
turns of deafneſs, which have hin- 
dered me from paſſing laſt winter 
in London; yet I cannot but con- 
ſider the perfidiouſneſsof ſome peo 
ple; who I thought when I'was 
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laſt there, upon a change that hap- 
pened, were the moſt impudent in q 
forgetting their profeſſions that I b 
have ever known. Pray will you tl 
pleaſe to take your pen, and blot Ic 
mie out that political maxim from yy 
whatever book it is in; that res p 
nolunt diu male adminiſtrari; the p 
commonneſs makes me not know * 
who is the author, but ſure he muſt 1 
be ſome modern. ve 
I am ſorry for lady Boll IxG- 4 
BROK E's ill health; but I proteſt ry 
T never kn. w a very deſerving per- of 
ſon of that ſex, who had not too 11 
much reaſon to complain of ill yo 
healch, I never wake without to 
finding life a more inſignificant W x14 


thing 
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thing than it was the day before ; 
which is one great advantage I get 
by living in this country, where 
there is nothing I ſhall be ſorry te 
loſe; but my greateſt miſery is re- 
collecting the ſcene of twenty years 
paſt, and then all on a ſudden drop- 
ping into the preſent. I remember, 
when I was a little boy, I felt a 
great fiſh at the end of my line, 
which I drew up almoſt on the 
ground, but it dropt in, and the diſ- 
appointment vexes me to this ve- 
ry day, and I believe it was the type 
of all my future diſappointments, 
I ſhould be aſhamed to ſay this to 
you, if you had not a ſpirit fitter 
to bear your own misfo: tunes, than 
I have to think of them. Is there 
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patience left to reflect by what qua- 
lities wealth and greatneſs are got, 
and by what qualities they are loſt? 


verſes to lord Copy am, which end 


remember is not in Horace to T 1- 
BULLUS, which he imitates; ©* that 
& all times are equally virtuous and 
* yicious;” wherein he differs from 
all poets, philoſophers, and chriſti- 
ans, that ever writ. It is more pro- 
bable, that there may be an equal 
quantity of virtues, always in'the 
world, but ſometimes there may be 
deck of it in Aſa, and hardly a 

tthimbleful in Europe. But if there 
18 be no virtue, there is abundance of 
ſincerity; for I will venture all 1 


I have read my friend ConGREvE's 


with a vile and falſe moral, and I | 
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am worth, that there is not one 
human creature in power, who 
will not be modeſt enough to con- 

_ feſs that he proceeds wholly upon 
a principle of corruption. I ſay 

this, becauſe I have a ſcheme, in 
ſpite of your notions, to govern ' 
England upon the principles of vir- 
tue, and, when the nation is ripe 
for it, I deſire you will ſend for me. 
I have learned this by living like a 
hermit; by which I am got back- 
wards about nineteen hundred years 
in the æra of the world, and be- 
gin to wonder at the wickedneſs 
of men. I dine alone upon half a 
difh of meat, mix water with my 
wine, walk ten miles a-day, and 


read Baroniu s. 
D 2 


* 


4 LETTERS TO 


# &S +4 4. 5 8 a I CY? f 
D LD TT VF: Bi VEE: 
* : 6 . " 3 ow #% > +4 «4 
r * 9 


M4 
&. + *v 


FROM LoRD BoLINGBROKE. 


Bruſſeks sere. 17 575 a 


3 HAvE brought your | F rench 
* acquaintance thus far on her way 
into her own country, and conſide. 
rably better in health than ſhe was | 
when ſhe went to Aix. I begin 
to entertain hopes that ſhe will te: 
cover ſuch a degree of health as 
may render old age ſupportable. 
Both of us have cloſed the th lo- 
ſtre, and it is high time to deter- 
mine how we ſhall play the af 
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*a& of the farce. Might not my 
life be entitled much more proper- 
ly a What-d'ye call it than a Farce? 
Some comedy, a great deal of tra- 
gedy, and the whole interſperſed 
with ſcenes of Harlequin, Scara- 
mouch, and Dr. Baloardo, the pro- 
totype of your hero. I uſed to ö 
think ſometimes formerly of old- =o 
age and of death; enough to pre- | 
| pare my mind; not enough to an- 
ticipate ſorrow, to daſh the joys of 
youth, and to be all my life a dy- 
ing. I find the benefit of this pra- 
Rice now, and find it more as I 
proceed on my journey: little re- 
gret when I look backwards, little © 
apprehenſion when I look forward. 
You complain grievouſly of your = 
D 3 
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ſituation in Ireland: I would com- 
plain of mine too in England: but 
J will not, nay I ought not; for I 
find by long experience that I can 
be unfurtunate without being un- 
happy. I do not approve your join- 
10g together the figureof living, and 
the pleaſure of giving, though your 
old prat ing friend Mon r AN Rdoes 
ſomething like it in one of his rhap- 


ſodies: to tell you my reaſons 


would be to write an eſſay, and I 


ſball- hardly have time to write a 


letter: but if you will come over, 
and hve: with Par and me, III 
ſhew you in an inſtant why thoſe 


two things ſhould not * ler de 


pair, and that eee 
10 * * .Go together. 
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on both may be made, without. 
making us e ven uneaſy. You know 
that I am too expenſive, and all 
mankind: knows that I have bæen 
cuelly plundered; and yet I feel in 
my mind the, power of deſcendiiig 
without anxiety two or three ſta- 
ge more. In ſhort, Mr. Dean, if 
you. will come to a certain farm in 
Middleſex, you ſhall find chat I can 
Rve frugally without growling at 
the world, or being peeviſh with 
thoſe whan fortune hath appoint» 
ed tq cat my bread, inſtead of aps 
pointing me to eat theirs; and yet 

I have naturally as little diſpoſition 
to frugality as any man alive. Vou 
lay you are no philoſopher, and 1 
think you are in the right to diſ- 
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like à word which'is fo often abuſ- 
ed; but I am ſure you like to iol- 
low reaſon, not cuſtom, (which is 
ſometimes the reafon, and oftner 
the caprice of others, of the mob 
of the world.) Now, to be ſure of 
doing this, you muſt wear your 
philoſophical ſpectacles as conſtant- 
ly as the Spaniards uſed to wear 
theits. You muſt make them part 
of your dreſs, and ſooner part with 


your broad - brimmed beaver, your 


gown, your ſcarf, or even that em- 
blematical veſtment your ſurplice. 
Through this medium you will ſee 
few things to be vexed at, few per- 
ſons to be angry at; and yet there 
will frequently be things which we 


* 
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ought to wiſh altered, and perfons 
whom e to wiſh hanged, 
bs your ** to 3 you a- 
gree that a regard for fame becomes 
a man more towards his exit, chan 
at his entrance into life; and yet 
yod\ confels, that the longer you 
live, the more you grow indifferent 
about it. Your ſentiment, is true 
and natural; your reaſoning I am 
afraid is not ſo upon this occaſion. 
Prudence will make us deſire fame, 
becauſe it gives us many real and 
great advantages in all the affairs 
of life. Fame is the wiſe man's 
means; his ends are his own good, 
and the good of. ſociety. You poets 
and oratars have inveried this or- 
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der; you propoſe fame as the end; 


and good, or at leaſt great actions, 
as the means. You go further: 
you teach our ſelf. love to antici- 
pate the applauſe which we ſup- 
poſe will be paid.by poſterity to 
our names; and with idle notions 
of immortality yon turn other heads 
| beſides your own: I am afraid this 

may have done ſome harm in the 

world. 1101531 100% ; leinen Dat 


Flͤame is an object which men 

purſue ſucceſsfully by various and 
even contrary courſes. Your: do- 
ctrine leads them to lobk on this 
end as eſſential, and on the means 


as indifferent; ſo that Papricrus | 
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preſſed, forward to the fame goal, 
After all, perhaps it may appear 
from a conſideration of the depra- 
vity of mankind, that you could do 
no better, nor keep up virtue in the 
world without calling this paſſion, 
or this direction of ſelf- love, into 
your aid: TaciTys has crouded 
this excuſe for you, according to 
his manner, into a maxim, * C- 
temptu famae, contemni virtutes. But 
now whether we conſider fame as 
an uſeful inſtrument in all the oc- 
currences of private and public life, 
or Whether we conſider it as the 
cauſe of that pleaſure which our 
W is ſo * of, methinks 
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our entrance into life, or, to ſpeak 
more properly. our youth, not our 
old-uge, is the ſeaſon when we ou ght 


to deſire it moſt, and therefore when 


it is moſt becoming to deſite it with 
ardor. If it is ufeful, it is to be de 


fired moſt when we have, ot may 
hope to have, a long fcene of acti- 


en de before us: towards our 
, "this ſcene of action is or 


— be cloſed: and then me- 


thinks it is unbecoming to grow 
fonder of a thing, which we have 
no longer occaſion for. If ĩt is plea- 
fadt, the ſobner we are in poſſeffi- 
on of fame, the longer we ſhall en- 
joy this pleaſure. When it is acqui- 
red early in life, it may tickle. us 
on till old-age; but when it is ac- 

quired 
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quired late, the ſenſation of plea- 
| ſure will be more faint, and min- 
| gled with the regret of our not 
having taſted it ſooner. | | 


EA From my Farm, Oct. 5. 


I am here, I have ſeen Pop R, 
and one of my firſt enquiries was 
after you. He tells me a thing I am 

ſorry to hear: you are building, it 
| ſeems, on a piece of land you have 
acquired for that purpoſe, in ſome 
county of Ireland. Though I have 
built in a part of the world which 
I prefer very little to that where 
you have been thrown, and confi- . 


| + In the county of Armagh, called Drapter's hill, 
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ned by our ill fortune and yours, 


yet Jam ſorry you do the ſame thing. 
I have repented a thouſand times 


of my reſolution, and I hope you. 
will repent of yours before it is ex- 


ecuted. Adieu, my old and wor- 
thy friend; may the phyſical evils 
of life fall as eaſily upon you, as e- 
ver they did on any man who liv- 
ed to be old; and may the moral 


evils which ſurtound us make as 
little impreſſion on you, as they 
ought to make on one who has 
ſuch ſuperior ſenſe to eſtimate 


things by, and ſo much virtue to 
wrap himſelf up in. 


My wife deſires not to be for- 
gotten by you; ſhe is faithfully your 


. ah a 
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ſervant, and zealouſly your admir- 
er. She will be concerned and diſ- 
appointed not to find you in this iſ- 
land at her return, which hope both 
| ſhe and I had been made to enter- 


tain before I went abroad. 


| 
| 
$ 
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LETTER VEL 
Fron ba. Sir r. 


Dublin, oa. EXD 1739: 


I RECEIVED. your lordſhip's 
travelling letter of ſeveral dates, at 


ſeveral ſtages, and from different 
nations, languages and religions. 


Neither could any thing be more 


obliging than your kind remem- 
berance of me in ſo many places. As 
to your ten luſtres, [remember when 
1 complained in a letter to Px108, 


that I was fifty years old, he was 


half angry in jeſt, and anſwered me 


out of TERENCE, + ia commemo- 
+ By putting me in mind of your favours, 7er in 


9 manner upbraid me with them. 
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ratiocſt quaſi exprobratio. How then 
ought I to rattle you, when Ihave 
a dozen years more to anſwer for, 
all monaſtically paſſed in this coun- 
try of liBerty and delight, and mo- 
ney .and good company ! I go on 
anſwering your letter; it is yon 
were my hero, but the other q never 
was; yet if he were, it was your 
own fault, who taught me to love 
him, and often vindicated him in 
the beginning of your miniſtry, from 

my accuſations. But I granted he 
had the greateſt inequalities of any 
man alive, and his whole ſcene was 
fifty times more a What-d'ye-call- 
it, than yours: for I declare yours 
bs 2 ; 
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was § unie, and I with you would 
ſo order it, that the world may be 
as wiſe as I upon that article: 


Mr. Por x wiſhes it too; and I be- 
heve there is not a more heneſt man 


in England, even without wit. But 
you regard us not. I was I forty-ſe- 


ven years old when] began to think 
of death, and the reflections upon 


it now begin when I wake in the 
morning, and end when I am go- 


ing to ſleep I writ to Mr. Popx, 


and not to you. My birth, although 
from a family not undiſtinguiſned 


in its time, is many degrees inferi- 
or to yours; all my pretenſions from 

perſon and parts infinitely ſo; I a 
younger ſon of younger ſons; you 


§ Of a piece. EY 
4 The year of Q Anne's death, 
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born to a great fortune: yet I ſee 
you with all your advantages ſunk 
to a degree that you could never 
have been without them: but yet 
I fee you as much eſteemed, a 
much beloved, as much dreaded; 
and perhaps more (although itbeals 

moſt impoſhble) than ever you 
were in your higheſt exaltation; 
onby I grieve like an alderman 1 hat 
you are not ſo rich. And yet, "my 
lord, I pretend to value money as 
little as you, and 1 will call five 
hundred witneſſes (if you will take 
| Iriſh witneſſes) to prove it. I re- 
nounce your whole philoſophy, be- 
cauſe it is not your practice. Bůy 
the figure of living, (if I uſed that 
expreſſion to Mr. Pore) I do not 
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mean the parade, but a ſuitableneſs 
to your mind; and, as for the plea- 
Jure of giving, I know your ſoul 
ſuffers when you are debarred of it. 
Could you, when your own gene- 
roſity and contempt of outward 


things, (be not offended, it is no 


ecclefiaſtical but an Epictetian 


phraſe) could you, when theſe have 
brought you to it, come over and 
live with. Mr. Pops and me at the 
deanry? I could almoſt wiſh the 


experiment were tries 


God forbid that coi, a ſcoun- 


2 ** > 


drelas Want ſhould dae toapproach 
you. Ez in the mean time, do 
not bragz AKetrenchments are not 
yaur talent. But, as old Weymouth 


ſaid to me in your miniſtry, and in 


. his lordly Latin, & Ph:loſophe ver- 
ba, ignava opera. I wiſh you could 
learn arithmetic, that threcand two 


make five, and will never make 


more. My philoſophical ſpectacles, 
which you adviſe me to, will tell 
me that J can live on 50 l. a year 
(wine excluded, which my bad 
health. forces me to) but I cannot 
endure that your otium ſhould be 


fine dignitate . My lord, what I 


would have ſaid of fame; is meant 


of fame whielv a inan es in his 


lord, I would arquire what is @ 
kind of + ſub/dium, I would en- 


8 Philoſophical writings are idle treatiſes, 
. An honourable retirement. 
$ Support, e | 
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deavour that my betters ſhould | 


| ſeek me by the merit of ſomething 
diſtinguiſhable, inſtead of my ſeek- 
ing them. The defire of enjoying 
it inafter-times is owing to the ſpi- 


rit and folly of youth: but with 


age we learn to know the houſe is 
ſo full, that there is no room for a- 
bove one or two at moſt in an age, 
through the whole world. My lord, 


IL hate and love to write to you, it 
gives me pleaſure, and kills me with 


melancholy. The d take ſtu- 
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LETTER VIL 


Font LORD BoLixG3ROX E. 


E Nov. 19, 1729. 


I FIND. that you have laid a- 


ſide your project of building in Ire- 


land, and that we ſhall-ſee yon in 


this iſland * cum Zephyris, et birun- 
dine prima. I know not whether 
the love of fame increaſes as we ad- 
vance in age; ſure I am that the 
force of friendſhip does. I loved 
you almoſt, twenty years ago, 1 
thought of you as well as I do now; 
better was beyond the power of 
conception, or to avoid an equi- 


Wich the ſoft zephyrs, and the firſt ſwallow. 
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voque, beyond the extent of my i- 
deas. Whether you are more ob- 
liged to me for loving you as well 


ing you as well after loving you ſo 


many years, I ſhall not determine. 


What I would fay is this: whilſt 
my mind grows daily more inde- 
- pendent of the world; and feels leſs 
need of leaning on external objects, 


the ideas of friendſhipretùrn oftner, 
they buſy me, they warm me more: be 
is it that we grow more tender as 
the moment of our great ſeparation 


approaches? or, is it that they who 


are to live together in another ſtate, 
(for + vera amicitia non niſi inter 
bonos ) begin to feel more ſtrongly = 


t Ta. ä is found between good men only. 


that 
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that divine ſympathy which i is to 
be the great band of their future 
ſociety? There is no one thought 
which ſoothes my mind like this: ! 
encourage my imagination to pur- 

ſue it, and am heartily afflicted when 
another faculty of the intellect 
comes boiſterouſlyin, and wakes me 
from ſo pleaſing a dream, if it be a 
dream. I will dwell no more up- 
on oeconomics, than I have done 
in my former letter. Thus much 
only I will fay, that * ofium cum 
dignitate is to be had with '500 l. 
a year as well as with $000: the 
difference will be found in the yas. 
lue of the man, and not in that of 
| F 
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the eſtate. I do aſſure you, that I 
have never quitted the deſign of 
collecting, reviſing, improving, and 
extending ſeveral materials which | 

are ſtill in my power; and I hope 

that the time of ſetting myſelf a- 

bout this laſt work of my life is not 

far off. Many papers of much cu- 
rioſity and importance are loſt, and 

ſome of them in a manner which | 
would ſurprize and anger you. : 
However, I ſhall be able to convey | 
ſeveral great truths to poſterity, ſo 
clearly and fo authentically, that | 
© the Burners and the OLpMix- J 
ons of another age may rail, but 4 
not be able to deceive. . A- 
dieu, my friend. I have taken up 

more of this paper than belongs to 
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me, ſince Pop is to write to you; 
no matter, for, upon recollection, 
the rules of proportion are not brok- 
en; he will ſay as much to you in 
one page, as I have faid in three. 
Bid him talk to you of the 4 work 
he is about, I hope in good EY 
it is a fine one; it will be in his 
hands an original. His ſole com- 
plaint is, that he finds it too eaſy 
in the execution. This flatters his 
lazineſs, it flatters my judgment, 
who always.thought that (univer- 
fal as his talents are) this is emi- 
nently and peculiarly his, above 
all the writers I know living or 
dead; I do not except Horace. 
8 —— 
j cy on man. 
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42 0 Wok # 3 Wi 
FROM MR. Por E. 


April 24, 1730. 


| 4 THIS is a letter extraordinary, 
to do and ſay nothing, but to re- 
commend to you, (as a clergyman, 
and a charitable one,) a pious and 
a good work, and for a good and 
an honeſt man: moreover he is a- 
bove-ſeventy, and poor, which you. 
might think included in the word 
honeſt. I ſhall think it a kindneſs 
done myſelf if you can propagate 
Mr. WEsTLEY's ſubſcription for 
his commentary on Job, among 


your divines (biſhops excepted, of 
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v hom there is no hope) and among 
ſuch as are believers, or readers, of 
ſcripture. Even the curious may 
find ſomething to pleaſe them, if 
they ſcorn to be edified. It 
has been the labour of eight years 
of this learned man's life; I call 
him what he is, a learned man, and 
I engage you will approve his proſe 
more than you formerly could his 
poetry. Lord BoL IN GBROK E is a 
favourer of it, and allows you to do 
your beſt to ſerve an old tory, and 
a ſufferer for the church of England, 
though you are a whig, as Lam. 


We have here: ſome verſes in. 
your name, which I am angry at. 
Sure you would not uſe me ſo ill 
F 3 
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as to flatter me! therefore think 
it is ſome other weak Iriſhman. 


FROM LoxD BOLINGBROKE. 


I did not take the pen out of 


Pope's hands, I proteſt to you. 


But ſince he will not fill the remain- 


der of the page, I think I may with- 


out offence, I ſeek no epiſtolary 


fame, but am a good deal pleaſed 


to think that it will be known 
Hereafter that you and I lived in the 
moſt friendly intimacy together. 
PLINY writ his letters for the 
public, ſo did SENECA, ſo did 
BALSsAc, VoiTukR, etc. TuL- 
LY did not, and therefore theſe 


give us more pleaſure than any 


PERS 1 1 as. Mi tae rig ai 1 
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vrhich have come down to us from 
antiquity. When we read them, we 
pry into a ſecret which was intend- 
ed to be kept from us. That is a 
pleaſure. We ſee Caro, and 

BRUTus, and Poup EV, and o- 
thers, ſuch as they really were, and 
not ſuch as the gaping multitude 
of their own age took them to be, 
or as hiſtorians and poets have re- 
preſented them to ours. That is a- 
nother pleaſure. I remember to 
have ſeen a proceſſion at Aix la 
Chapelle, wherein an image of 
CHARLEMAGNE is carried on the 
ſhoulders of a man, who is hid by 
the long robe of the imperial ſaint. 
Fellow him into the veſtry, you ſee 
the bearer ſlip from under the robe, 


an 
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and the gigantic figure dwindles in- 
to an image of the ordinary ſize, 
and is ſet by among other lumber 
—l agree much with Pop R, that 


our climate is rather better than 


that you are in, and perhaps your 
public ſpirit would be leſs grieved, 
or oftner comforted here than there. 
Come to us, therefore, on a viſit 
at leaſt. It will not be the fault of 


ſeveral perſons here, if you do not 


come to live with us. But great 
good- will and little power produce 
ſuch ſlow and feeble effects as can 
be acceptable to heaven alone, and 
heavenly men. I know you will 


be angry with me, if I ſay nothing 


to you of a * poor woman who is 


| — 


x Lady BOLINGBROKE, 
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ſtill on the other fide of the water 
ina moſt languiſhing ſtateof health, 
If ſhe regains ſtrength enough to 
come over, and ſhe is better withu- 
in a few weeks, I ſhall nurſe her in 
this * farm with all the care and 
| tenderneſs poſſible. If ſhe does not, 
I muſt pay her the laſt duty of 
friendſhip wherever ſhe is, though 
I break through the whole plan of 
life, which I have formed in my 
mind. Adieu. I am moſt faith- 
=" and affectionately yours. 
B. ) 


* Lord BOLINGBROKE's ſeat at Daley ip Mig» 


dleſex. 
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e T. TER. 
| FroM Lord Bo 1NGBROKE. 


Jan. 1730-1. 


1 BEGIN my letter by telling 
you that my wife hath been return- 
ed from abroad about a month, and 
that her health, though feeble and 
precarious, is better than it hath 


your ſervant, and as ſhe hath been 
her own phyſician with ſome fuc- 
were within her reach, She would, 


the + medicinaanimi, without hav- 
1 The medicine of the mind. | 45 


been theſe two years. She is much 


„ „ ba, BY) „ K pr 


| _ ceſs, imagines ſhe could be yours 
with the ſame. Would to God you 5 


believe, preſcribe a great deal of 


Rr = | 
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ing recourſe to the books of Tr15- 
MEG1sTVUs. PoPE and I ſhould be 
her principal apothecaries in the 


cCourſe of the cure; and though our 


beſt botaniſts complain, that few of 
the herbs and ſimples, which go to 
the compoſition of theſe remedies, 
are to be found at preſent, in our 
ſoil, | yet there are more of them 
here than in Ireland; beſides, by the 
help of a little chymiſtry, the moſt | 
noxious juices may become ſalubri- 
ous, and rank poiſon a ſpecific. 
——— POPE is now. in my library 
with me, and writes to the world, 

to the preſent and to future ages, 


- whilſt I begin this letter, which he 


is to finiſh to you. What good he 
will do to mankind I know not, 
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this comfort he may be ſure of, he 


cannot do leſs than you have done 
before him. I have ſometimes 


thought that if preachers, hang- 


men, and moral. writers, keep vice 
at a ſtand, or ſo much as retard the 
_ progreſs of it, they do as much as 
human nature admits: a real re- 


formation is not to be brought a- 
bout by ordinary means, it requires 
thoſe extraordinary means which 
become puniſhments as well as leſ- - 


ſons : national corruption muſt be 
| purged by national calamities. Let 


us hear from you, We deſerve this J 
attention, becauſe we deſire it, and 


becauſe we believe that 555 deſire 
to hear from us. 


LET. 
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L E T T E R xi. 
Fam run r.. 


I þ | March 39: 

1 H AVE a ſeveral poſts 
anſwering your letter of January 
laſt, in hopes of being able to ſpeak 
to you about a project which con- 
cerns us both, but me the moſt, 
ſince the ſueceſs of it would bring 
us together. It has been a good 
while in my head, and at my heart; 
if it can be ſet a- going, you ſhall 
hear more of it. I was ill in the 
beginning of the winter for near a 
week, but in no danger either from 
the nature of my diſtemper, 00 
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from the attendance of three phy- 
ſicians. Since that bilious inter- 
mitting fever, I have had, as I had 


before, better health than the re- 


gard I have paid to health deſerves. 


my dear Dean, and have been ſome 
years going down the hill. Let us 


make the paſſuge as ſmooth as dve 


can. Let us fence againſt phyſical 


evil by care and the uſe of thoſe 


means which experience muſt have 


pointed out to us. Let us fence a- 
gainſt moral evil by philoſophy. 1 


tenbunce the alternative you pro- 


poſe: But we may, nay (if we will 
follow nature, and do not work up 


imagination againſt her plaineſt di- 
cates) we ſhall of courſe grow e- 


We are both in the decline of life, 
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very year more indifferent to life, 
and to the affairs and intereſts of a 
ſyſtem, out;of which we are ſoon 
to go. This is much better than 
ſtupidity. The decay of paſſion 
ſtrengthens philoſophy, for paſſion 
may decay, and ſtupidity not ſuc- 
ceed. Paſſions, (ſays Pop, our 
divine, as you will ſee one time or 
other) ate the gales of life: let us 
not complain that they do not 
blow a ſtorm. What hurt does age 
do us, in ſubduing what we toil to 
ſubdue all our lives? It is now ſix 
in the morning: I recal the time 
(and am glad it is over) when a- 
bout this hour I uſed to be going 
to bed, ſurfeited with pleaſute or 
jaded with buſineſs: my ena 

| G 2 
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ten full of ſchemes, and my heart 
as often full of anxiety, Is it a miſ- 
fortune, think you, that I riſe at 
this hour, refreſhed, ſerene andcalm? 
that theipaſt, and even the preſent, 
affairs of life, ſtand like objects at Go 
a diſtance from me, where I can Fa 
keep off the diſagreeable, ſo as not 
to be ſtrongly affected by them, and 
from whence I can draw the others 
' nearer to me? paſſions, in their force, 
would bring all theſe, nay even fu- 
ture contingencies, about my ears at 
once, and reaſon would but ill de- 
fend. me in the ſcuffle. I leave 
Por to ſpeak for himſelf, but I 
muſt tell you how much my wife 
is obliged to you. She ſays ſhe 
-would find ſtrength enough to nurſe 


. * 
5 * 
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vou, if you was here, and yet God 
knows ſhe is extremely weak: the 

ſlow fever works under, and mines 
_ the: conſtitution; we keep it off 
ſometimes, but ſtill it returns, and 
Makes new. breaches! before nature 
can repair the old ones. T'am not 
aſhamed to ſay to you, that I ad- 
mire her more every hour of my 
life. Death is not to her the king 
of terrors, ſhe beholds him with- 
out the leaſt: when ſhe ſuffersmuch, 
ſhe wiſhes for him as a deliverer 
from pain; when life is tolerable; 
ſhe looks on him with diſlike, be- 
cauſe he is to ſeparate her from thoſe 
friends to whom ſhe is more attach- 
ed than to life itſelf.— You ſhall 
not ſtay for my next, as long as you 

863 : 
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have for this letter; and in every 

one Pop ſhall write ſomething 

much better than the ſcraps of old 

philoſophers, which were the pre- 
| ſents, munuſcula, that ſtoical fop 

SENECA uſed to ſend in every epi- 
. file to his friend Luci ius. 
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LETTER XI. 
FROM THE, SAME. 


. YOU may aſſure yourſelf, that 
if you come over this ſpring, you 
will find me not only got back in- 
to the habits of ſtudy, but devot- 
cd to that hiſtoricaltaſk, which you 
have ſet me theſe many years. Iam 
in hopes of ſome materials which 


- will enable me to work in the whole 


extent of the plan I propoſe to my- 
ſelf. If they are not to be had, I 
muſt accommodate my plan to this 
deficiency. In the mean time Pops 
has given me more trouble than he 
or I thought of; and you will bs 
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ſurprized to find that J have been 
partly drawn by him and partly by 
myſelf, to write a pretty large vo- 
lume, upon a very grave and very 
important ſubject; that I have ven- 
tured to pay no regard whatever to 
any authority except ſacred autho- 
rity, and that I have ventured to 
ſtart a thought, which muſt, if it 
be puſhed as ſucceſsfully as I think 
it is, render all your metaphyſical 
theology both ridiculous and abo- 
minable. There is an expreſſion 
in one of your letters to me, which 
makes me believe: you will come 
into my way of thinking on this 
ſubject; and yet I am perſuaded 
that divines, and free: thinkers would 
| both be clamorous againſt it, i it 
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was to be ſubmitted to their. cen- 
ſure, as I do not intend that it 
ſhall—the paſſage I mean, is that 
where you fay that you told Dr. 
** the grand points of chriſtiani- 
ty ought to be taken as infallible 


revelations, etc. 


It has happened that whilſt I 
was writing this to you, the Dr. 
came to make me a viſit from Lon- 
don, where I heard he was arrived 


ſome time ago: he was in haſte to 
return, and is, I perceive, in great 
haſte to print, He left with me 
eight diſſertations F, a ſmall part, aa 
I underſtand of his work, and de- 
fired me to peruſe, conſider; and 


$ Revelation —— with candor, 
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obſerve upon them, againſt Mon- 
day next, when he will come down 
again. By what I have read of the 
two firſt, I find myſelf unable to 
ſerve him. The principles he rea- i 
ſons upon are begged in a diſputa- 
tion of this ſort, and the manner 
of reaſoning is by no means cloſe 
and concluſive. The ſole advice I 
could give him in conſcience would 
be that which he would take ill 
and not follow. I will get rid of 
this taſk as well as I can, for I 
eſteem the man, and ſhould be ſor- 
ry to diſoblige him where I cannot 
| N him. 2 2001 
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1 3 to kn: and exerciſe, 
your notions are true: the firſt ſhould 
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not be indulged ſo much as to ren- 
der us ſavage, nor the laſt neglect- 
ed ſo as to impair health. But I 
know men, who for fear of being 
ſavage, live with all who will live 
with them; and who to preſerve 


their health, faunter _—_ half their 


time. E , : „ 
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LETTER XI, 
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' 5 Decemb. 10, 1725, 

- POPE nk you are very great 
wits, and I think very indifferent 
philoſophers: if you deſpiſed the 
world as much as you pretend, and 
perhaps believe, you would not be 
ſo angry with it. The founder of 
your ſect, that noble original whom 
you think it ſo great an honour to 


reſemble *, was a ſlave to the worſt 
part of the world, to the court; 


and all his big words were the lan- 
8 guage 


— 


* SENECA, 
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guage of a lighted lover, who de- 
fired nothing ſo much as a reconci- 
lation, and feared nothing ſo much 


| | as a rupture. I believe the world 


hath uſed me as ſcurvily as moſt 
people, and yet I could never find 
in my heart to be throughly angry 
with the ſimple, falſe, capricious 
thing. I ſhould bluſh alike, to be 
diſcovered fond of the world, or 
piqued. at it. Your definition of 
animal rationiscapax, inſtead of the 
common one animal rationale, will 
not bear examination: define but 


reaſon, and you will ſee why your 


diſtinction is no better than that of 

the pontiff Cor rA between mala 

ratio, and bona ratio. But enough 

of this: make us a viſit, and'I'll 
H 
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ſabſeribe to any fide of theſe im- 
portant queſtions which you pleaſe. 
Wo differ leſs than you imagine, 
perhaps, when you wiſhed me ba- 
viſhed again: but I am not leſs true 
to you and philoſophy i in England, 
than I was in France, 
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LETTER XIV. 
1 THE cake; 


Septr. 135, 1734. | 

OUR friend * whoisjuſtreturn- 

ed from a progreſs of three months, 

and is ſetting out in three days with - 

me for the Bath, where hewillſtay 

till towards the middle of October, 

. beft this letter + with me yeſter- 

day, and I cannot ſeal and diſpatch 

it till I have ſcribled the remainder 

of this page full. He talks very 
ports of my meta pliyics, and 

H2 


* Mr. Pore. 
| + Sec Porr's works, vol. Nth. Letter ry, 
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| places them in a very honourable 
Nation, It is true I have writ ſix 
letters and an half to him.on ſub- 
jects of that kind, and I propoſe a 
letter and an half more, which 
would ſwell the whole up toacon- 
ſiderable volume. But he thinks me 
fonder of the name of an author 
than I am. When he and you, 


a nd one or two other friends, have 


ſeen them, ſatis magnum theatrum 
mihi eſtis. I ſhall not have the itch 
of making them more public. I 
know how little regard you pay to 
writings of this kind. But I ima- 
gine that if you can like any ſuch, 
it muſt be thoſe that ſtrip meta- 
phyſics of all their bombaſt, keep 
within the . of every well eon- 
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ſtituted eye, and never bewilder 
themſelves, whilſt they pretend to 
guide the reaſon of others. I writ 
to you a long letter ſometime ago, 
and ſent it by the poſt. Did it 
come to your hands; or, did the 
inſpectors of private correſpondence 
ſtop it, to revenge themſelves of the 
ill ſaid of them in it? Vale, et me 
ama. 


THE END. 
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Books printed and ſold by Rovent ; Var 


at his printing-office in the foot of the 
Salt- _—— Glaſgow. 


J. The Memoirs of major- general Morgan, Containing 


a true and faithful relation of his progreſs in France 
and Flanders with the fix-thouſand Britiſh forces inthe 
years, 1657. and 1658, at the taking of Duokirk, and 
other important places, under the command of Lock- 


bart of Lee, ambaſſador at the court of France, and go» 


vernor of Dunkirk, 


II. A Defence 2 wu by Sie mur s- 


ney, Knt. 


In. The W works of William Congreve Eſqr. in 


2. volumes. vol. I. Containing. 1. The Old-Batche- 
lor, a comedy. 2. The Double Dealer, a comedy. 
3. Love for Love, a comedy. vol. II. 1. The Mourn- 
ing Bride, a tragedy. 2. The Way of the World, a co- 
medy. 3. The Judgment of Paris, a maſque. 4. Se- 
mele, an opera. 5. A letter concerning Humour in 
— 4 6. A Vindication of his Plays, again Mr, 
—_— 7 * 


IV. TheDramatic works of the right honourable George 


Granville, Lord Lanſdowne. viz, 1. Heroic Love, or 
The Cruel Separation, a tragedy 2. Once a Lover, 
and always a Lover, a comedy. 3. The Jew of Ve- 
nice, a comedy, 4. The Britiſh 1 or, No 
Magic like Love, an opera. 45 


V. Select Plays of Ben 6 7 vie. 1. Volpone, or 


the Fox, a comedy. 2. The Alchymiſt, a comedy. 
3. Epiccene, or, the Silent Woman, a comedy. 


VI. Letters Concerning the Engliſh Nation, tranſlated 


{rom the French of de Voltaire, 


2 


* 
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s VII. Reflections on the Cauſes of the Riſe and Fall of 
1 the Roman Empire, tranſlated from the French of 
"% MX. de Secondat, Baron de Monteſquieu, author of the 
Spirit of Laws. A new Edition with "improvements, 


Vn. Effays, or, Counſels, Civil and Moral, By Francis 
+ Bacon, Baron of Verulam, St. Alban, and Lord high 
chancellor of England | 


IX. The Sacred Theory of the Earth , containing an Ac- 
count of the Original of the Earth, and of all Things, 
. In four books. I. Concerning the Deluge. II. Con- 
- cerning*” Paradiſe, III. The Burning of the World. 
IV. The New Heavens and New Earth. With a 


4 Review of the Theory, of its proofs eſpecially in refe- 
* -« 'Ence to Scripture. As alſo the author's Defence of 


the Work, from the Exceptions of Mr Warren, and 
the Examination of Mr. Keil. And an Ode to the au- 
thor by Mr. Addiſon. In II. volumes. By Thomas Bur- 
net. D. D. late maſter of the Charter Houſe, 


